" (7,930 "m) 
Introduction
Engelmann spruce jPicea engeJmannilj Parry) is widely distributed from Arizona and New KTexico to Alberta and British Columbia. Its habitat is characteristically cold and humid. The species grows at elevations ranging from about 1,960 feet (600 m), in the northern part of its range, to timberline, at over 11,800 feet (3,600 m), in the central and southern Rocky Mountains (Fowells 1965 (Daubenmire 1974 (Alexander 1974, Noble and Alexander 1977 (Ronco 1972 years are necessary to achieve breast height of 4.5 feet (1.4 m) (Alexander 1967 4 to flush in the spring (Dietrichson 1971) , the first to set bud in the fall (Roche 1969 and Dietrichson 1971) , and are the slowest growing (Roche 1969 , Dietrichson 1971 , Nienstaedt et al. 1971 ). These studies appear to explain the slow growth of high elevation sources planted in this study. However, it should be noted that sources termed low elevation in this study are actually from the same elevation as the higher elevation sources in Roche's (1969) The status of our knowledge. USDA Forest Service
